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The militarization of the Soviet Union's educational
system has gone ahead rapidly since Stalin assumed
dictatorial sway over the country. It was Lenin, how-
ever, who originated the plans Stalin is carrying
through.
The remaking of Russia militarily as well as eco-
nomically by its young people, its children, was one of
Lenin's fixed ideas. His widow, Mme. Krupskaya, to
the present day is devoting all her time to this plan
to have the young generation regenerate Russia eco-
nomically and spiritually as well as militarily.
Critical as Lenin was of Western civilization, which
he dubbed "imperialist, capitalist," he was no less cap-
tious about the absence of appreciable symptoms of
civilization in his own country.
The lack in the Russian nature of order, concreteness
and practicality, the want of persistent methodical ap-
plication, the tendency to talk and dream endlessly, to
put off until tomorrow what should be done today,
were constantly emphasized by Lenin to his disciples.
He feared for the success of the revolution they
created, for their dream of establishing a socialist state,
if these tendencies were not counteracted in the new
generation. The children of the Soviet Union, Lenin
warned, must not be infected with the indolence of their
parents.
He advocated as the corner stone of the new Soviet
educational system "a military-technical background"
for every Russian pupil. This has evolved into the